Introduction
During their autumn rest period, terminal and axillary buds of apple trees exhibit different behaviours: the terminal bud is always much more dormant than the axillary ones so that one can wonder whether the latter are not simply inhibited by physiological correlations (Williams et al., 1979; Mauget and Rageau, 1988 Effects of pruning and pinching ( Fig. 1 b  and (Paiva and Robitaille, 1978; Williams et al., 1979; Latimer and Robitaille, 1981 ) , a factor associated with the whole plant (and to a lesser extent low temperature) is necessary to increase the dormancy of lateral buds. The induction of strong dormancy in the lateral buds can be considered a good means to study, using structural and biochemical approaches, the mechanisms involved in bud dormancy in apple trees.
